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From the President’s desk
Well, where do I start! What a great day we had talking to New World customers at our exit
foyer stall. Armed with our signs, our badges, our pamphlets and our flyers, we had an awesome
response from our locals. We even managed to sign up 6 new members on the spot!! Thanks to
those that volunteered to help out. It wasn’t particularly onerous. In fact, one could say we had a
good time.
We seem to have finally managed to make some headway on one of our requests to Council. Ron
and I had a meeting with Matenga O’Brien, at the exit from Pohlen Hospital recently. Matenga
could see what we were trying to point out. And then as if “meant to be” exactly what we were
telling him happened, right in front of our eyes. A gentleman pulled out right from the exit, in
front of an on-coming car and, to be honest, how he wasn’t hit is an absolute miracle. We were
yelling for him to stop but he never heard us. I think that may have put an exclamation mark on
our suggestion.
We thought recently we had lost one of our sponsors for this newsletter. Inhouse Design & Print
has been bought out, and is now known as Waikato Printing Company. But never fear, the new
company has taken over the advertising spot, and agreed to print our newsletters with the same
deal we had with Inhouse Design & Print. We want to take this opportunity to thank Keith and
Elaine for their loyal support of our organisation. We wish them well for the future. Maybe they
will join us at Grey Power!!

-=-AUTUMN LUNCHEON -=12PM MONDAY 15 MARCH
CLUB

Meal $13
Speaker

MATAMATA

Please pay by Direct Credit if possible
(see back page), otherwise pay at venue

Bookings essential. Please call Lynette on 888 6663 by Thursday 11th.
No exceptions. Also notify of any cancellations.

Grey Power Federation Board Snippets
The first Board meeting chaired by our new President, Jan Pentecost QSM,
following the Federation AGM was held in Wellington on 5-6th November. Jan is
the first woman to be elected as Grey Power Federation President and brings a
strong consultative style to the leadership of our organisation. The Board quickly
focused on key lobby priorities for the year ahead. These included the following: • Health – implications of the Health and Disability System Review chaired by

Heather Simpson. Especially the proposed reduction in the number of DHBs from
20 to 8-12. Equitable access to public health for all New Zealanders.
• Disability Funding – to support organisations lobbying to improve better funding
for those with long-term disabilities.

• Aged Care – nation-wide equitable provision of home care.

• ACC – cover for accidents involving age-related degeneration.

• Housing – affordability and availability especially for older people with limited
assets

• Membership – building our membership base and reputation as the premier lobby
organisation for over-50s

• Seniors Commissioner – ongoing lobbying to support the appointment of a Seniors
Commission as has been endorsed by the current government.

David Marshall | Zone 3 Representative on the Grey Power Federation Board
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WALKING THE DOG

A woman was flying from Melbourne to Brisbane .
Unexpectedly, the plane was diverted to Sydney.

The blind lady replied, 'No thanks, but maybe Max

Along the way, the flight attendant explained that

would like to stretch his legs.'

there would be a delay, and if the passengers wanted
to get off the aircraft the plane would re-board in 50

Picture this: All the people in the gate area came to a

minutes.

complete standstill, when they looked up and saw the

Everybody got off the plane, except one lady who was

pilot walk off the plane with a Seeing Eye dog! The

blind. The attendant had noticed her as he walked by,

pilot was even wearing sunglasses. People scattered.

and could tell the lady was blind because her Seeing

They not only tried to change planes, but they were

Eye

trying to change airlines!

Dog lay quietly underneath the seats in front of her

True story... Have a great day and remember...

throughout the entire flight.
He could also tell she had flown this very flight before

THINGS AREN'T ALWAYS AS THEY APPEAR.

because the pilot approached her, and calling her by

A DAY WITHOUT LAUGHTER IS A DAY WASTED!!!

name, said, 'Kathy, we are in Sydney for almost
an hour. Would you like to get off and stretch your
legs?'

YOUR LEGAL IDENTITY
Some form of legal identity is required whenever you want to open a bank account or make important changes to
existing accounts, and there are other instances also where you will need it. This poses a problem for people who no
longer have a driver’s licence or a current passport. It is also a lot safer and more efficient if you can carry a card
sized ID in your wallet rather than carrying around your valuable passport. The new Kiwi Access Card has been designed
to give anyone in NZ the freedom to access goods and services and is a valid form of photographic legal identity

recognised by banks and other professional businesses. The card has been specifically designed with New Zealand's
over 60s and retired communities in mind, to ensure you have a reliable and secure Evidence of Identity card. You can
apply for this at a participating NZ Post Shop or AA Centre. It is $55 incl GST plus there is a further cost of $20-$26
for a passport photo. Another form of Legal ID is a Gun Licence. For some other situations you can apply for a ‘legal
declaration’ written by a doctor or a Retirement Village manager, who has known you for 3 or more years. Until the Gold
Card is upgraded to give it the acceptable accreditation to be a form of legal identity, we will have to make do with only
the above options mentioned.
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The new Minister for Seniors
Dr Ayesha Verrall has been appointed as the new
Minister for Seniors after October’s election. A
Labour list candidate from Wellington, she has become
one of the few politicians who have shot straight into
Cabinet as a first time MP.
Dr Verrall replaces the outgoing Minister for
Seniors, Tracey Martin, following New Zealand First’s
election defeat. Dr Verrall is not only becoming the
Minister for Seniors, but picking up other substantial
roles, including Associate Minister of Health, with
delegations for public health, as well as becoming the
Minister for Food Safety and Associate Minister of
Research, Science and Innovation.
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern is clearly keen to
capitalise on Verrall’s medical experience. An infectious
diseases doctor, she is an expert on vaccines,
tuberculosis and Covid-19, and is described as being
“instrumental” in improving New Zealand’s contact
tracing regime having prepared an audit report on the
system for the Ministry of Health before joining the
Labour list.
The Prime Minister said, “In the middle of a
global pandemic, I believe we would be foolish not to
use the considerable expertise Dr Verrall brings on
infectious diseases into our response.” Ardern says the

and continuing the health response to keep New
Zealanders safe from the virus.
Verrall, who grew up in Te Anau but now lives in
Wellington with her partner Alice and their daughter,
told media she was “very humbled” to be going straight
into Cabinet, as well as "eager" to bring her expertise
into the government's Covid-19 response. She told
Radio NZ’s Checkpoint programme she considered her
new roles to be important areas. "As a doctor in a
hospital I've worked with a lot of seniors at times of
difficulty and crisis in their lives, and through that
work gotten to know a lot about their circumstances
and aspirations, and I want to learn a lot more and
deepen that knowledge through engagement with the
sector throughout this term, and meeting people in the
community. I'm really excited to be implementing our
plan for an Aged Care Commissioner which is really
important as well. It's an important watchdog role, and
it also has the ability to make sure that standards of
care are met in the sector, and that's really important,
because some of the people are in a position of
vulnerability. It's important to have a watchdog there
to make sure standards are kept, and they can also
raise issues directly with Parliament."
Continued over >

new Labour Government’s two main priorities will be
driving the country’s economic recovery from Covid-19,
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Newly elected Grey Power Federation president

list of things they wanted, or were interested in

Jan Pentecost says Verrall’s medical background “bodes

working on, over the next three years. It is a rather

well” for discussing seniors’ access to health care.

worrying aspect of having a wave of much younger

“There are a lot of issues our members are concerned

politicians in parliament. On the other hand, the world

about, from hospital waiting lists, to housing, to home

has changed with Covid coming into the mix and it may

help care,” she said. “We are keen to sit down with the

well be the young people who are best able to see their

Minister and talk about these issues as well as the

way clear to curbing any more spread of the virus, and

Seniors’ Commissioner the Labour Party agreed to put

some of the more experienced finding a way to build

in place. “With a new government, setting new goals for

the failing economy back to a healthier level. This in

the

itself will hopefully safeguard things such as National

next three years, we look forward to putting our hopes

Super, health and the aged care sector, which are all

and aspirations to the Minister,” she says.

so vital to our wellbeing.

Ref: Lifetime Retirement Income 11/11/20

An increasing number of people have joined
Grey Power so as to be able to benefit from cheaper

THE MEANING OF BEING A GREY

electricity prices, with Grey Power Electricity and

POWER MEMBER

Broadband. Many do not have a sense of, or interest

Grey Power is so much more than just a large

in, Grey Power as an organisation, but they are, in

lobby group, and is made up of 76 autonomous

fact, benefiting from long hours and months of

associations throughout NZ. They all have presidents

campaigning and negotiating to bring cheaper

and committee members and varying numbers of loyal

electricity and Broadband prices to older people, and

volunteers who help with paperwork, phone calls,

by being members they help in financing us to go to

fundraising and tea-making. But common to all, is their

large corporations or parliament, to lobby for further

desire to help their fellow seniors in each of their

benefits.

communities. In doing this, it enables the committee

The board will be watching carefully to see if

members to receive feedback and get the right

any new taxes, or existing ones, are tweaked in this

information so they can, in turn, pass it on to the

next term of government, and which may affect

governing board of the National Federation. These

seniors. Grey Power was formed in 1986 to protect

board members are the ones who do the bulk of the

seniors from having

research into issues such as health, housing, rates, law

their assets tested and taxed. Times have changed,

and order, aged care and social services and then make

and

the trek to Parliament to speak to the politicians. This

policies to do with taxes will always hurt some, but as

is not an easy job. Board members are often perceived

seniors we do not want to be discriminated against

as ‘old, white haired people’ and ‘here they come again’!

again.

We might be older with greying hair and persistence,

It is pleasing to have a new Minister for Seniors

but with that also comes experience, wisdom and, most

who seems keen to engage with Grey Power, and

importantly, a great deal of knowledge about our age

Labour’s

group and their needs.

stance appears to have shifted a little to recognise

On the lead up to the elections a number of

that

associations asked the main political parties their views

there are a growing number of seniors who need help

on particular concerns of the older sector. It was

and support.

disappointing that in most cases very few seemed to

Adapted from an article by Jennifer Custins
President Tauranga WBOP Association.

have those issues anywhere near the top of their
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With a current push for new members our President Kevin has put together the following article
to help.

FINDING ANSWERS TO WHAT MATAMATA GREY POWER DOES
Next time you are asked what Grey Power does for you, or you’d like some information to give to a friend, or maybe
you’d like to invite a friend along to check us out, have a think about the benefits below. Maybe it will make that
introduction that you have been contemplating, just a little easier.
In my opinion we are privileged to have an organisation such as Grey Power advocating for us and taking a genuine
interest in all the things that absolutely affect our lives, our finances and our health in ways that can be catastrophic if
things were to go wrong.
Having an organisation like Grey Power on our side gives us the same power that buying cartels have in retail. To put it
bluntly, it is ‘as easy as’, and with numbers comes strength.
Without Grey Power we would just be the lonely squeaky wheels that bash away at the machine, trying to affect change
but having no real impact. But Grey Power gives us the credibility, and the power, to get audiences with those that have
the position and the ability to make changes, those that understand how the wheel turns and those that have the ability
to steer those wheels in new and exciting directions.
So what does Matamata Grey Power do for us??
Here’s a summary to start with:
Grey Power in Matamata advocates for our Matamata members:
● With the Matamata-Piako District Council
● With the Waikato Regional Council
Grey Power Federation advocates for us:
● With the New Zealand Government
Your Grey Power membership entitles you to:
● Cheaper Power - (Grey Power Electricity Scheme)
● Cheaper Petrol - (8c per litre at Challenge Fuel)
● A Discount Deal Book - (at many local businesses) >>
● Discounted Inter-Islander Ferry Rates
● Discounted Funeral/Health Insurance
● And a FREE $2000 Accidental Death Policy
Matamata Grey Power organises social events for our members:
● We have quarterly members lunch meetings
● We have quarterly coffee mornings (open to all)
● We organise interesting & relevant guest speakers for our members enjoyment
● We will arrange to host Candidate Meetings from time to time for Central & Local elections

Disclaimer: Opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors. All information

is given in good faith and believed to be reliable at time of print. Nevertheless Matamata Grey
Power accepts no liability for its contents.

●
●

I went line dancing last night. Well, it was a roadside sobriety test….Same
thing!
Police arrested two kids yesterday. One was drinking battery acid, the
other was eating fireworks. They charged one and let the other off.
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MAORI WARDS IN LOCAL POLITICS

Many of you may not be aware that the Local Government Act 2002 requires that councils
establish and maintain processes to ensure maori contribute to local government decision making.
Under the Act each council must review its representation arrangements every six years. One way of
doing it is to have Maori Wards, and the Local Electoral Act 2001 says they must be considered as part
of that review.
In Taupo the decision was brought forward, in Nov 2020, to ensure a decision on Maori Wards
could be made in time for the 2022 election. Till now, the enrolled voters have had the right to overturn
this, if 5% of them demanded a poll (referendum) by 22 February 2021. A poll would then have been
held by 21 May 2021, and its result would have been binding for the next six years (the ‘22 and ‘25
elections). Estimated costs for a poll would be $85-$90,000 to the council. A legislative change by
government has now been announced that will remove the poll option. The deadline for decisions has
also been extended to 21/5/21.
The Taupo council's resolution was to have the wards established, and now that this won’t be
revoked by a poll, the council needs to carry out a Representation Review to determine the number of
councillors, how the councillors are elected, the number and location of Māori wards, and the
continuation of existing wards and community boards. These are the decisions facing all councils at
various times throughout the country. Currently, people in Gisborne will be feeling some relief about
this situation, as petitions have been circulating in all directions regarding a poll there. At the last review
here in MPDC it was voted to not establish these wards.
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Age-friendly communities




A proposed initiative for Matamata

What does it mean to be age-friendly?
The World Health Organisation (WHO) says “An age-friendly city encourages active ageing by
optimizing opportunities for health, participation and security in order to enhance quality of life as
people age. In practical terms, an age-friendly city adapts its structures and services to be accessible
to and inclusive of older people with varying needs and capacities.
At the simplest level, an age-friendly city or community is one with the desire and commitment to
create physical and social environments that promote healthy ageing and a good quality of life for
people in older age.”
Why is it important for New Zealand to become more age-friendly?
It is expected that by 2034, New Zealand will be home to approximately 1.2 million people aged 65
and over - this represents more than one in five of us. This is a significant demographic shift for NZ.

In 2018 New Zealand was accepted as an affiliate member of the WHO Global Network of Age friendly
Cities and Communities. Hamilton and New Plymouth have also joined the network as cities.
There are eight domains that contribute to communities becoming more age-friendly. They include:
housing, social participation, diversity and culture, transportation, civic participation and employment,
outdoor spaces and buildings, community support and health services, and communication and
information.
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PLAYING OUR PART WITH COVID TRACING

With Covid-19 still rampant
around the world, and the
threat of it still coming into
our communities unless we
remain vigilant to keep it from
doing so, it behoves us all to
follow the guidelines. This
means if we have a mobile phone we should
be using it when out and about, to scan the
QR codes that have to be displayed at all
business locations and venues, and having
our Bluetooth turned on for recording any
other close contacts with the App.
One of our members has brought to our
attention the fact of the government Tracer App not being universal enough for
everyone. This is certainly true for a good many of us older folk. For some of us,
we are unable to have the App loaded on our phones as they are not modern
enough, or we do not actually have a mobile phone to do anything with. If you
are in this situation, the only other options are to (a) use a register at any place
you visit which may, or may not, have one, or (b), and the best idea, keep a
personal record yourself, of where & how you go places.
In this regard, there are booklets available from the Government website. We
have managed to secure a small supply of these, and you can obtain one if you
wish by calling Malcolm 888 6663 any time. Leave a message if not home.
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MATAMATA CENTENNIAL DRIVE

No. 4 By Ron Moles

Summer has come to Centennial Drive - the masses of camellias and rhododendrons have finished their
blossoming, and are setting their seeds or swelling their buds for next season. Many of our hydrangeas,
kindly gifted by Bruce Conning in Waharoa, are struggling with the excess sunlight and dry soil, and all
the recent plantings are welcoming the regular waterings.

If we continue our walk through the Drive, we cross Tamihana St heading north, into the Native Block,
originally the McCaw Block, named after Josiah Firth’s first estate manager.
Three giant trees, a sycamore, a London plane and an oak are on our left, creating welcome shade, and to
our right a line of camellias and magnolias along to the Fernery.
In the middle of the lawn there is an Indian Horse Chestnut, soon to have masses of sprouting seedlings
underneath, and next to it a young Dogwood. On the left is a small Karaka tree, covered in ripe yellow
berries – but be warned, these berries are very poisonous for people—and dogs !! To the right is the
Fernery, well worth a walk through, with many ferns, pongas, and saplings alongside the paths- entry
through Kissing Gates at each end – so named because the gate “kisses” the supports when opened.
The giant Totara alongside Wiremu Tamihana’s memorial stone, is one of several in this area, along with
rimu, kahikatea, kawaka, and miro trees – one totara is a favourite resting place for swarms of Monarch
Butterflies in the autumn—keep it in mind for later this year. There are also many kowhai trees in this
block, ideal feeding places for hosts of tui in the spring, and on both sides are many newly planted native
trees and shrubs.
Standing under two of the original 1939 plantings – a plane and an oak, --are two memorials to our early
settlers, one of Hinuera stone for Josiah Firth, and the other for John McCaw.
Continue over >>
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Centennial Drive cont.

Cross Tawa St now into the Broadway
Block -a Linden tree on the right - a
Liquid Amber on the left, and tucked
away behind it, are a dozen Kaponga
rhododendrons, their dark red blossoms
a feature in Spring. If we are lucky the
beautiful Hydrangea also there, will still
be flowering.
>>
You pass three Dawk beeches, with
upright limbs,-- then two Copper
Beeches taking their places on the
grass-- and again a row of camellias on
your right,-- a small grove of Silver
Birches,-- and then two mighty cedars –
a Himalayan Cedar , and on the right an Atlas Cedar, planted by Justin Scelly’s great, great Grandfather
in 1939. Justin is the present Manager of Baigent Motors.
Over to the left are seven trees looking like a fence – they are Hack Berry trees –from North America, put
aside as tiny plants for later planting, but forgotten, and now immovable giants!! A “pepper tree” on our
right (good for Gum Emperor caterpillars), a Red Oak and English Elm, then the last huge Liriodendron
(Tulip Tree) before two Gingko trees with their smelly berries,(apparently delicious to eat !!) and away over
to the right, an immense Sequoia towers it’s gigantic way above the others.
By the old Scout Hall, a golden Swane’s Golden cypress, stands alongside a Weeping Beech, and just
past these two is another large Yew, tucked in by the Hinuera boulders which were placed there in 2004,
to commemorate 100 years since the founding of our town in 1904.
Finally, we will all be grateful for the determination, the skill, the knowledge and foresight of those early
citizens who created such a peaceful haven in our midst.

URGENT NEED
Membership Secretary Vacancy

Do you have some time available to give to this community?
Anyone interested in filling this role, with suitable organisational
and clerical skills, is most welcome to apply by calling or emailing
Malcolm on 888 6663, or matamatagreypower@gmail .com
Did you know :★ American Income Life Insurance Co. has been protecting NZ families for 25 years.

★ All Grey Power members are automatically covered by them, with a $2000 Accidental death &
dismemberment group policy.
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Your Current Committee
President
Kevin Tappin
Secretary
Malcolm Fairhall
Treasurer
Hans Ritmeester
Membership Sec.
Pauline Raphael
Committee
Margaret Calder
Linda Kelly
Jenny Price
Ron Moles
Peter Walsh
Alan Dowling

027 271 9007
027 620 6915
07 888 4097
07 888 7122
07 888 4982
027 222 8220
021 186 0879
07 888 7082
022 456 8245
021 022 52966

=========================

Matamata Grey Power (Inc)

Matamata Grey Power Inc APPLICATION FORM FOR
NEW MEMBERS ONLY To direct debit to Matamata GreyPower please use:

03 0363 0324805 00 — with surname as reference
Double Membership
First/Given Names
Surname/s
Title
Subscription $25.00
Single Membership
Subscription $20.00

Title

First/Given Name

Surname

Postal / Contact Address Details

Unit No
Town

Street Number

Street

Post Code

Phone

Add email address if available:
If you do not want to receive promotional and/or advertising material please tick
box.
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